Drs. Fedor Serbinenko, Gerard DeBrun, Grant Hieshima, Charles Kerber and Jean-Jacques Merland were welcomed as special guests of honour to the meeting. Also featured was a special tribute to Portugal's own Egas Moniz, who is recognized as having pioneered cerebral angiography and in doing so lay the foundation for endovascular exploration and treatment techniques.
The social program was also very well organized and included an evening of Fado song which was enjoyed by all.
During the business meeting of the WFITN important issues were raised such as the recommendation for worldwide guidelines in standards of training (as previously submitted by Dr Luc Picard), the development of standards of practice and to be endorsed by continental and national societies.
Increased involvement in the organization of the WFITN by its members was encouraged, as well as submission of scientific papers to the journal Interventional Neuroradiology.
The journal Interventional Neuroradiology was again acknowledged as having a unique role in communicating research and scientific progress in interventional techniques worldwide.
The WFITN is pleased to have the journal Interventional Neuroradiology continue as its The WFITN recognizes the following companies for their significant support to the World Congress Meeting in Portugal: Agfa, BaIt Extrusion, William Cook, Boston Scientific, Bracco, Cordis Johnson & Johnson, General Electric, Guerbet, Mallinckrodt Medical, Medtronic -Ave, MTI -Micro Therapeutics, Nycomed, Philips Medical Systems, Schering, Toshiba Medical Systems. With their support the meeting proved to be both financially and scientifically successful and we continue to look forward to their support for future meetings.
The next biannual meeting of the WFITN will be held in September 2001 in Seoul, South Korea under the Chairmanship of Dr In Sup Choi and in conjunction with the Asian Oceanic Head and Neck Neuroradiology Society.
On behalf of the WFITN we thank Dr Jorge Campos and his staff for an outstanding and memorable meeting which was extremely well organized and proved to be a great scientific and social success. We thank Dr Camp os for an outstanding World Scientific Conference.
